
 
1. 17/03/18 Druridge Bay to Amble  'A' Janet Heckels  'B' Pat Gardner 
It was a very difficult start to the new walking season. The original plan for 
today's walk was in Saltburn but due to the very wet weather in the previous 
week the leaders decided to walk on the Northumberland coast rather than in 
Yorkshire. Although 46 had booked for this first outing, 12 cancelled mainly at the 
last minute due to the horrendous weather forecast – snow and more snow. 
Therefore, 34 members set out on a very cold day with light snow showers as 
they travelled to Heighley Gate for coffee. The 'A' walk was from Druridge Bay to 
Amble, while the 'B' walk was from Druridge Bay to Warkworth. Conditions were 
not good on either walk with a cold easterly wind and heavy snow showers.  The 
waves on the beach were very dramatic in the high winds but it was too cold to 
hang around for long. Everyone was pleased to get back to the coach and 
headed off home after an evening stop in Morpeth. Not the best start to the 
season. 
 
2. 31/03/18 Kelso to Jedburgh  'A' David Palmer  'B' Margaret Palmer 
Numbers were down again for this outing, probably due to a weather forecast of 
heavy rain and snow showers. Nevertheless, 41 members set out for Scotland 
travelling through intermittant snow showers which caused a bit of concern as we 
were on the A68. However, once we climbed over Carter Bar, the weather 
changed to rain rather than snow. The coffee stop was spent at the Jedburgh 
Woollen Mills. 13 members set out on the 'A' walk and 22 set out on the 'B' walk, 
a linear from Kalemouth to Jedburgh. Most unusually, the 'B' party alighted the 
coach before the 'A' party as the start was enroute to Kelso.  It rained heavily for 
most of the afternoon and there were some very soggy members at the end of 
the walks. An evening stop was spent in Hexham. 
 
3. 14/04/18 West Witton Circular  'A' Ken Armstrong  'B' Pat Gardner 
Another low turnout, 38 members headed for the Yorkshire Dales on a dry and 
sunny day. After a coffee stop in Richmond, the coach travelled to West Witton 
and managed to park in a lay-by at the east end of the village. 17 members set 
out on the 'A' walk to walk along the flanks of Penhill and visit the Knights 
Templar chapel remains. The 'B' party consisted of 18 members and they too 
walked below Penhill. The coach returned to Leyburn for the afternoon for 2 non 
walkers and later that afternoon travelled back to West Witton to pick up firstly 
the 'B' party and then another trip to pick up the 'A' party. There's not much fun 
sitting in a coach in a lay-by for a couple of hours awaiting the returning party. At 
least in Leyburn you could get refreshments. The evening stop was spent in 
Richmond. Flowers: blue grass, celandine, coltsfoot, daffodil, dogs mercury, 
primrose, snowdrop. Other: curlew, pied wagtail.  
 
4. 28/04/18 Goathland Circular  'A' Bill Sillitoe,  'B' Margaret Hope 
It was a cold, cloudy start as 48 members travelled to the North Yorkshire Dales 
stopping for coffee in Guisborough. It was cloudy and overcast as 19 members 
set out on the 'A' walk which turned out to be very difficult due to long periods of 



'heather hopping' making for tired legs. After lunch, 25 members did the 'B' walk 
and everyone got caught in a light rain shower. By the time both parties returned 
the coffee shops were all closing except for the railway station cafe so it was 
frequented by most of our members. The evening stop was in Sedgefield but it 
proved unsatisfactory so it was decided not to stop there on future outings. 
Flowers: celandine, dog violet, forget-me-not, gorse, greater stitchwort, green 
alkanet, opposite leaved golden saxifrage, primrose, ramson, wild strawberry, 
wood anemone, wood sorrel. Other: 2 deer in field on way home.  
 
5. 12/05/18 Ford & Etal Circular  'A' Peter Gilliland  'B' Ken Nevin 
44 members set out on a dry, warm and sunny day heading to Northumberland, 
stopping for coffee at the Heighley Gate garden centre. The coach parked at Etal 
Castle's car park where the surrounding woodland was carpeted with bluebells. 
23 members set off on the 'A' walk walking back through the village, passing en 
route the village pub with its thatched roof that was undergoing refurbishment 
and was due to open the following week. The 'B' party, 21 in number, set out 
initially following the same route as the 'A' party, passing through Etal village and 
ascending a minor road to a small hamlet with a smithy and large farm. Stony 
tracks and field edges were followed to Heatherslaw on the River Till. Further on, 
we stopped for lunch alongside the river, sitting in glorious clear blue sky and 
sunshine. We carried on, crossing the river via a road bridge to walk into Ford. 
There was a herd of belted Galloway cattle with lots of calves in an adjacent field. 
The adults were all sheltering in the shade of trees but some of the youngsters 
were frollicking around. We stopped in Ford for refreshments and admired the 
surrounding buildings before continuing on through woodland and field edges to 
Hay Farm  then descended into Shipton Dean and picked up the track back to 
the smithy and Etal. Both parties had time for refreshments in the local cafe 
before travelling to Morpeth for the evening stop. Flowers: bluebells incl white 
and pink, crosswort, gorse, greater stitchwort, green alkanet, ground ivy, ladys 
smock, red campion, sweet cicely, white dead nettle. Other: deer, hare, heron.    
 
6. 26/05/18 Bainbridge Circular  'A' Jack Armstrong  'B' Joan Armstrong 
A good turnout of 53 members for our outing to the Yorkshire Dales stopping for 
coffee in Richmond. 16 members set out on the 'A' walk in glorious sunshine. 
The 'B' party, 28 in number, set away shortly afterwards following field paths and 
minor roads to Countersett where we viewed the Quaker's chapel. We 
descended to Semerwater and stopped for lunch on the pebbly foreshore. 
Semerwater is the second largest natural lake in North Yorkshire after Malham 
Tarn. It is half a mile long and covers 100 acres. The water was glistening in the 
warm sunshine. We followed field paths alongside the River Bain, the shortest 
named  river in England. Pink footed geese and their goslings were spotted in the 
river and Canada geese were grazing in one of the fields. We ascended Bracken 
Hill and admired the marvellous views all around. We descended back into 
Bainbridge and enjoyed afternoon tea and ice-cream sitting outside a cafe.The 
evening stop was in Leyburn. Flowers: bloody cranesbill, celandine, chickweed, 
crosswort, eyebright, forget-me-not, germander speedwell, green alkanet, herb 



bennet, herb robert, ladys smock, lilac, marsh marigold, may blossom, milkwort, 
perennial cornflower, pignut, primrose, ramson, red campion, silverweed, 
spleenwort, sweet cicely, tormentil, tufted vetch, water aven, white dead nettle, 
yellow waterlily. Other: Canada geese, curlews, oyster catchers, pink footed 
geese with goslings. 
 
7. 9/06/18 Ambleside Circular  'A' David Palmer  'A-' Geoff Palmer  'B' 
Margaret Palmer 
46 members set out for the Lake District on a warm and sunny day. After coffee 
at Haughton Hall garden centre we travelled on to Ambleside where the Great 
North Swim was taking place in Windermere. Traffic was busy and parking was a 
bit of a problem but Brian managed to squeeze the coach into a parking bay. 
Only 5 members set out on a tough 'A' walk while 10 members opted for the 'A-' 
walk.  21 members left on the 'B' walk. Immediately upon leaving the car park we 
climbed up on a side road to reach Skelghyll Wood. Stony tracks were followed 
to Jenkin Crag where views across the Lake were admired. We sat here on the 
rocky outcrops for lunch. The walk continued over the fells to High Skelghyll then 
we descended through fileds covered in meadow buttercups to reach the main 
road. Typically, it started to rain after we had left the cover of the woods. The 
shower was particularly heavy and before long we were all soaked. As we 
walked along the roadside path, various runners passed us going in the opposite 
direction. We joined a lakeside path which was a relief to leave the noisy traffic 
behind. At the yacht club we stopped for refreshments and had a chance to dry 
out in the warm clubhouse. When we left, the rain had ceased and we returned to 
Ambleside. As usual, it was a glorious evening as we left the Lake District to 
travel home stopping in Hexham for the evening stop. Flowers: betony, black 
medick, eyebright, forget-me-not, foxglove, germander speedwell, heath 
bedstraw, herb bennet, herb robert, ivy leaved toadflax, milkwort, oxeye daisy, 
ragged robin, ramson, silverweed, spearwort, tormentil, tufted vetch, Welsh 
poppy, yellow archangel, yellow pimpernel. 
 
8. 23/06/18 Away Day to Skipton  walk leader Peter Gilliland 
On a dry and warm sunny day 44 members headed for Skipton after stopping for 
coffee in Ripon.  We had to make a detour to get to Skipton because the road at 
Blubberhouses was closed in both directions. There was ongoing road works to 
rectify a hole that had opened in the middle of the road. The detour added extra 
travelling time on to our journey. Skipton was bustling, the through traffic was 
busy and the market lined the main street. There was an option to do a 6 mile 
circular walk which many choose to do. We walked to the edge of town and then 
followed stony tracks for an uphill climb passing through a copse and onto the 
open fells at Jenny Gill on Skipton Moor. Tremendous views could be seen 
across the whole of Skipton. We sat on the grassy moorland for lunch before 
continuing on and eventually descending to the Leeds and Liverpool canal at 
Snaygill Stone Bridge. The towpath was followed back into Skipton. Our meal 
was booked at the Millstones on the A59 so once again we had to detour to 
reach our destination but this time we cut across country from Otley past Swinsty 



and Fewston reservoirs. The carvery meal was thoroughly enjoyed by all and the 
evening finished off with singing and dancing. 
 
9. 7/07/18 North Berwick  'A' Peter Gilliland  'B' Kathleen Gilliland 
On another dry, hot and sunny day 43 members travelled to Scotland for coastal 
walks after stopping for coffee in Alnwick. The 'A' party, 11 in number, alighted 
the coach on the A198 at a junction called Gauger's Bush. This road led to 
Ravensheugh Sands. The coach continued through North Berwick to Dirleton. 
Here, 28 members set off on the 'B' walk following stony tracks to the lovely 
beach at Yellow Craig. The beach was busy on this beautiful warm day and we 
sat in the dunes for lunch. The John Muir Way was followed over a nature 
reserve covered in the bright purple vipers buglosss and orchids. We crossed cut 
corn fields to reach the outskirts of North Berwick with massive individually built 
houses which at one time were holiday homes for the wealthy in Edinburgh. We 
skirted the perimeter of a golf course and walked along the beach to reach the 
Seabird Centre. Several people were eager to get back to North Berwick for the 
3pm kickoff in the World Cup quarter finals between England and Sweden. The 
walk finished at 2.50pm – perfect timing. The match ended with England winning 
2 – 0. There was plenty of time to enjoy the glorious weather and to wander 
around. Plenty of people enjoyed the delicious Italian gelato ice-cream where the 
shop offered over 50 different flavours. The 'A' party got back in plenty of time as 
well. Everyone met up at a prearranged point and we all walked together back to 
the coach park which was situated on the top of a hill in the rugby club car park. 
Flowers: bindweed, convolvulus, crosswort, dog rose, field scabious, hawkweed, 
heath bedstraw, honeysuckle, meadow cranesbill, orchid. 
 
10. 21/07/18 Danby Centre  'A' Bill Sillitoe  'B' Eddie Ashburner 
On a dry but overcast day 35 members travelled to Danby stopping for coffee in 
Guisborough. The coach parked up for the day at the Danby Moors Centre and 
10 members set off on the 'A' walk. Shortly afterwards 25 members left on the 'B' 
walk, crossing playing fields where a large contingent of Asian families were 
enjoying games and activities in the warm sunshine. We were told it's an annual 
event with several coaches making the journey from the Middlesbrough area. As 
we crossed a footbridge over the River Esk a kingfisher was spotted – a nice 
start to the walk. We followed Easton Lane and field tracks to pass the remains 
of Danby Castle and continued along Castle Lane to Slate Hill House. Here we 
ascended over Ainthorpe Rigg. The distant views were very clear and cotton 
grass was growing all around. We sat for lunch alongside the dusty track and on 
several occasions caught sight of grouse with baby chicks wandering in and out 
of the heather. The descent took us past Low Coombs Farm to rejoin Easton 
Lane and we retraced our steps back to the Danby Moors Centre. There was 
plenty of time to sit and enjoy refreshments and ice-cream in the glorious 
afternoon sunshine while awaiting the return of the 'A' party. The evening stop 
was in Guisborough. Flowers: black medick, cotton grass, foxglove, greater 
knapweed, heath bedstraw, ling, meadow cranesbill, meadowsweet, ragwort, red 



campion, tormentil, yellow loosestrife. Other: bilberries, eels, grouse, kingfisher, 
lords and ladies, sloes. 
 
11. 4/08/18 Bassenthwaite to Keswick 'A' David Palmer 'A-' Geoff Palmer 'B' 
George Gibson  
52 members set out on a very warm and dry day. After coffee at the Houghton 
Hall Garden Centre we travelled to Bassenthwaite where 11 members got off the 
coach near the Ravenstone Hotel, 9 to do the 'A' walk while another 2 wanted to 
do their own linear walk into Keswick. The coach continued on to a very busy 
coach park in Keswick and we just managed to squeeze in. Due to the 
'toughness' of the 'A' walk, an alternative was offered and 10 members set out on 
this walk via Latrigg while 15 members opted for the 'B' walk. Paths were 
followed to Portinscale then field tracks to Ullock Moor and Little Braithwaite. We 
enjoyed the beautiful scenery on this glorious summer afternoon. We stopped for 
lunch alongside the Newlands Beck where we spotted a heron in the water and 
lots of white butterflies on the flowers all around us. We  continued on to climb to 
Hawes End farm below Catbells. We descended over Copperheap Hill into 
woodland and followed the tracks back into Portinscale with a stop at the sailing 
club's shop for ice-cream. A few of our members spent the day at a newly 
opened venue in Portinscale called the Lingholm Estate with its grade 2 listed 
Victorian house, beautiful gardens reaching down to Derwentwater and cafe. 
Well worth a visit. The alternative 'A' walk was late getting back due to a 
diversion on the old railway track. We had an evening stop in Hexham. Flowers: 
betony, enchanters nightshade, greater burnet, greater knapweed, harebell, 
hawkbit, meadowsweet, ragwort, red campion, rosebay willowherb, silverweed, 
spleenwort, tormentil, yarrow, yellow vetchling. Other: alpacas, brambles, herons, 
lapwings, lords and ladies, peacock butterflies, lots of white butterflies. 
 
12. 18/08/18 Bamburgh Circular  'A' Tom Bell  'B' Gillian Walton 
Another lovely dry day as a full coach of 57 members travelled to the 
Northumberland Coast after a coffee stop in Alnwick. 20 members set out on the 
'A' walk while 35 did the 'B' walk which started by reaching the beach at the side 
of Bamburgh Castle with an undulating walk through the sand dunes. We turned 
left to walk along the beach straight into a headwind. It was so windy that the 
sand was blowing across the surface of the beach. It was head down and keep 
on walking. We stopped for lunch in the shelter of Harkness Rocks sitting on the 
grassy sand dunes. At Budle Point we turned inland and the wind was ferocious 
as we battled our way alongside the Budle Water. To catch our breath we stood 
and watched surfers using parachutes gliding and lifting into the air from the 
water. It was safe for them in the bay rather than on the open sea where they 
could easily have been blown out to sea. We followed a minor road towards 
Glororum picking big juicy brambles on the way. Field paths took us to Dukesfield 
Farm. We stopped for fruit, sheltered from the wind. The views to the coast were 
impressive, the sea being a beautiful blue and the sand golden yellow, 
reminiscent of the Mediterranean. We walked alongside the main road back into 
Bamburgh. With it being such a beautiful day, the village and its teashops were 



busy, too busy to accommodate everyone, so some opted for ice-creams instead. 
We stopped in Alnwick for the evening stop. Flowers: broad willowherb, dog rose, 
harebell, meadow cranesbill, red campion, rosebay willowherb, sea campion, sea 
rocket, sea thift, silverweed, sow thistle, tufted vetch, white campion. Other: 
brambles, curlew, haws, heron, jellyfish. 
 
13. 1/09/18 Lockton to Pickering  'A' Adam Bent  'B' Eddie Ashburner 
On a beautiful sunny day 52 members travelled to the North Yorkshire Dales 
stopping for coffee in Guisborough. Both parties started walking from the same 
place: Lockton. The 'A' party, 20 in number, set away towards the Hole of 
Horcum while 25 members did the 'B' walk which started by going through this 
quaint little village with interesting houses and colourful gardens. We followed a 
muddy track with a steep descent to reach a minor road then followed a well 
defined level track through fields. We sat to have our lunch in the grassy fields 
while some opted to sit in an open barn. Eventually we reached the hamlet of 
Farwath and entered woodland where the route ran close by the North Yorkshire 
Moors Railway tracks. In places the railway was obscured by tall hedging but we 
spotted 2 trains pass by, one of which was for a wedding party. These old steam 
trains were very noisy so you could hear them approaching from a long way off. 
We followed various tracks to reach Newbridge and walked into Pickering via 
road paths. It turned out to be a scorching hot day with no breeze so ice-creams 
were in great demand after the walk. Flowers: convolvulus, devilsbit scabious, 
enchanters nightshade, foxglove, greater knapweed, ragwort, rosebay willowherb, 
silverweed, tormentil. Other: apples, brambles, burdocks, elderberries, guelder 
rose berries, haws, rowan berries, tiny frog, tortoiseshell butterflies, vole, white 
geese. 
 
14. 15/09/18 Hallbankgate to Castle Carrock  'A' Gary O'Hagan  'B' George 
Gibson 
Only 39 members travelled to Cumbria on a dry and cool day. After coffee in 
Hexham we travelled to Hallbankgate situated near Brampton. 13 members set 
out on a linear walk to Castle Carrock then 22 members set out on a circular walk 
following behind the 'A' party. As we walked along a minor road an old bus 
passed by. It was taking wedding guests to a nearby hotel which we passed 
further on our walk. We crossed rough pasture in open access land with views 
looking down towards Tindale Tarn and the open moors of the Tindale Fells 
beyond. It was rather squelchy underfoot as we weaved our way through the 
reeds and crossing small streams flowing down to the tarn. A herd of cattle were 
further up the field but they didn't come near us. We sat for lunch on the outskirts 
of the tiny hamlet of Tindale which is a former mining village, mining both coal 
and lead. We skirted around the remains of a slag heap and walked on the 
opposite side of Tindale Tarn passing lime kiln remains. Further on at Tarn 
House, a property which is now occupied by the RSPB and open to the public 
with art displays and an information centre. There is also an outdoor toilet and it 
took quite a while for everyone to use the facility. There was a huge red admiral 
butterfly sunning itself on a wall and wasn't disturbed by the noise from our party. 



We followed a track alonside the Howgill Beck with clumps of orange crocosmia 
all the way along its banks, a garden escapee I think. Level field paths led us 
back to Hallbankgate. There was a wonderful treat for those who opted to 
frequent the community cafe. A good choice of home made cakes and scones as 
well as unusual gifts to buy. The coach then travelled to Castle Carrock where it 
was very busy due to a function in the local pub. The party came straight onto the 
coach and the evening stop was in Hexham. Flowers: autumn gentian, devilsbit 
scabious, eyebright, golden rod, harebell, hawkweed, ivy leaved toadflax, orange 
crocosmia, ragwort, rosebay willowherb, silverweed, sneezewort, tormentil, 
yarrow. Other: elderberries, ladybird, mute swans, red admiral butterfly. 
15. 29/09/18 Kirkby Stephen  'A' Bill Sillitoe  'B' Gary O'Hagan 
It was dry but with a cooling wind as 38 members travelled today stopping for 
coffee in Barnard Castle. We parked in the mart behind the front street in Kirkby 
Stephen and 14 members set out on the 'A' walk. 22 members then went on the 
'B' walk going through the back streets to a minor road and field paths passing 
the earth works of Croglam Castle. We crossed fields and stiles to reach the 
A685 and ascended a steep track then followed a lane where we sat for lunch 
sheltering from the wind among the trees. We passed a farm with a magnificient 
old 15th century tower house called Wharton Hall. We couldn't go right up to it as 
the footpath skirted to one side but it was still an impressive sight to look at. We 
crossed fields and a couple of viaducts: Podgill and Merry Gill to reach Nateby 
and enjoyed a pleasant walk alongside the River Eden back into Kirkby Stephen. 
From the top of Podgill viaduct some of us watched a red squirrel run along the 
ground and then under the viaduct and across a field to trees.  The evening stop 
was in Barnard Castle. Flowers: convolvulus, feverfew, harebell, herb robert, 
meadow cranesbill, mimulus, tufted vetch, yarrow, yellow poppy. Other: 
elderberries, guelder rose berries, holly berries, red squirrel. 
 
16. 13/10/18 Stanhope Circular  'A' Ken Armstrong  'B' Pat Gardner 
It was a dark, misty wet morning as 35 members travelled into Weardale. Due to 
the inclement weather, the 'A' party leader decided to change the walk from a 
linear starting at Wolsingham and finishing at Stanhope to a Stanhope circular. 
The 'A' walk turned out to be the reverse route of the 'B' walk. 11 members went 
on the 'A' walk while 25 members did the 'B' walk. Both walks set off at the same 
time. The rain was falling but it wasn't too bad as we walked along the road 
passing Stanhope Hall and a caravan park. We crossed fields and negotiated 
some tricky stiles. The rain became heavier and with being in open fields without 
any protection we were all soon dripping wet. At a farm, a field gate had been 
delibrately blocked to prevent access but we managed to squeeze through the 
tight gap. At the next farm, the farmer's wife was just returning in her car and she 
thought we were all mad. As we descended towards Eastgate we met the 'A' 
party. We slid down a muddy track and when we reached Eastgate the leader 
contacted Brian our driver to come and collect us which meant the 'B' walk was 
only 3 miles today while the 'A' walk was 6 miles. Everyone was pleased to get 
into the dry. After a prolonged stop in Stanhope we travelled directly home. Not 



the best finish to the season! Flowers: hawkweed, ragwort, Welsh poppy. Other: 
apples, dead toad, rowan berries. 
 
 
 
	


